Results of the 1998 Statewide Contest

by Jeff Dodd

Structure of the contest. The Alabama Statewide Mathematics Contest is a high schod mathematics
contest conducted in two rounds. The first round consists of three 50-question multiple choice written
tests: Algebra I, Geometry, and Comprehensive, which are administered at eight sites sattered
throughout the state. This round is open to all Alabama high schods, and each schod may send any
number of students to participate, though each student may take only one of the threetests. It is bath an
individual and team competition; a schod’s team score for a test is the sum of its highest four individual
scores. The second round is a culmination of the team Comprehensive competition in the form of a
“ciphering” (Jeopardy-style) tournament to which only high scoring teams from the first round written
Comprehensive test are invited.

Each schod competesin one of threedivisions. The Division One cmpetition isfor public schods which
are large enough to be dasdfied as 6A in athletics and private schods which offer at least two years of
mathematics beyond bath Algebra Il and Geometry. The Division Two competition is for public schods
clasdfied as 5A or 4A in athletics and private schods which offer only one year of mathematics beyond
bath Algebrall and Geometry. The Division Three ompetition is for public schods classfied as 3A, 2A,
or 1A in athletics and private shoalsoffering no mathematics beyond Algebra Il and Geometry.

Participation. Thefirst round of the mntest took place on Saturday, March 21. Thisyear, atota of 1341
students participated, representing 79 schods. Compared to last year, the number of participating
students dropped dightly (from 1362, but the number of participating schods increased modestly (from
73). Participation continues to ke well below the peak participation of 2,021 students and 128schods in
1988 The semnd round of the mntest took place on Saturday, April 25 at Auburn University in
Montgomery. Invited to the second round were 16 teams in Division One, 15 teamsin Divison Two, and
12 teams in Division Three Accepting this invitation were 9 teams from Division One, 10 teams from
Division Two, and 9 teamsfrom Division Three

The Algebra || Competition. This competition involves only the first round written test. The names of
this year’ s top-scoring teams and individuals are displayed in Table 1.

In the Division One Algebra Il competition, the scores of the top five teams were very widely separated.
Vestavia Hill s claimed first place by scoring 844out of a possble 1000 mints, Grissom seand pacewith
a score of 711 and Hoower third place with a score of 614 Comprising the top 25% of the individual
scores were 16 students from Vestavia Hill s, 9 from Hoower, 8 from Grissom, 2 from Bob Jones, 2 from
Homewood, and 1 each from Arab, The Montgomery Academy, and Murphy. In the Division Two
Algebra Il competition, Cullman won the team competiti on with a score of 632, which would have placed
them third in Division One. Comprising the top 23% of the individual scores were 13 students from
Cullman, 5 from West Point, 3 from Bradshaw, 3 from Muscle Shoals, 2 from Greewille, and 1 from
Clay-Chalkville. In the Division Three Algebra Il competition, there were only 12 teams. First place
honors went to Vinemont for a score of 360. Comprising the top 2%% of the individual scores were 6
students from Sand Rock, 5 from Vinemont, 4 from Holly Pond, 3 from Calera, 2 each from Lexington,
Marengo, and Winfield City, and 1 each from Good Hope and Hancevill e.



Tablel

Resultsof 1998 Algebra |l Contest

DIVISION ONE

DIVISION TWO

Top Individuals Statewide

DIVISION THREE

1. Julian O. Carlo, VestaviaHill s

1. Amanda Michelle Nedy, Cullman

1. Terah D. Welch, Vinemont

2. Ledie A. McCall, Vestavial Hill s

2. Eleanor J. Fraser, Bradshaw

2. Roger S. Palmer, Calera

3. KdlieC. Stokes, VestaviaHill s

3. Jessca G. Emigh, Cullman

3. Victor A. Misko, Lexington

4, Stephanie J. Weikard, Vestavia Hill s

4, Jarrett N. Tyus, Bradshaw

4, Brandi N. Brewster, Sand Rock

5. Laura N. Talianko, Grisom

5 Ashley C. Baehne, Cullman

5. Jared M. Sinclair, Sand Rock

Other District L eaders (Alphabetical)

Andrew D. Brink, Northside Methodist

James B. Frye, Handley

Louis S. White, Marengo

MichdlelL. Craig, Austin

Amy D. Hayes, Fairhope

Hampton L. McClendon, Mont. Acad.

Natalie A. Jennings, Albertvill

James|. Ritchie, Murphy

David C. Luck, Beauregard

Michad Otero, Greaenvill e

Kdly I. Pearson, Brookwood

Dennis B. Woad, Clay-Chalkvill e

Top Teams Statewide

1. Vestavia Hill s 1. Cullman 1. Vinemont
2. Grisom 2. Bradshaw 2. Sand Rock
3. Hoower 3. West Paint 3. Hally Pond
4. Bob Jones 4. Muscle Shoals 4. Calera
5. Homewood 5. Clay-Chalkvill e 5. Lexington
Other District L eaders (Alphabetical)

Austin Central High - Coosa County Marengo
Montgomery Academy Greawille
St. Paul’ s Episcopal Handley

Sparkman

T.R. Mill er

The Geometry Competition. This competition involves only the first round written test. The names of
this year’ s top-scoring teams and individuals are displayed in Table 2.

In the Division One Geometry competition, Vestavia Hill s won first place by scoring 942out of a posshle
1000points. Thiswas the highest team score on any of the three writtentests this year, arnd gave them he
largest margin of victory in any of the nine first round team competitions. Hoover won second place
outscoring third place Grissom by the narrowest of margins. 755to 753 Comprising the top 25% of the
individual scores were 18 students from Vestavia, 9 from Hoower, 5 from Grisom, 4 from Arab, 3 each
from Austin and Bob Jones, 2 each from Homewood and Jefferson County I. B., and 1 from Randolph.
The Division Two Geometry competition featured the dosest battle for first place of any of the team
competitions as Cullman narrowly won first place by outscoring second place West Point 734 to 731




Comprising the top 23% of the individual scores were 13 students from Cullman, 5 each from West Point
and Albertville, 4 from Bradshaw, 3 from Muscle Shoals, 2 from Guntersville, and 1 each from
Jacksonvill e, Jemison, and Brooks. In the Division Three ompetition, there were only 11 teams. First
place honors went to Winfield City with a score of 538 Comprising the top 25% of the individual scores
were 11 students from Winfield City, 3 from Vinemont, 2 each from Lexington and Hanceville, and 1
each from Calera, Cold Springs, Lauderdale, Good Hope, and Colbert County.

Table2

Results of 1998 Geometry Contest

DIVISION ONE

DIVISION TWO

Top Individuals Statewide

DIVISION THREE

1. Brandon C. Ku, Vestavia Hill s

1. Kevin D. Gray, West Point

1. Jessca A. Gregson, Vinemont

2. Jordan S. Rodu, VestaviaHill s

2. Matthew C. Sorrdl, Muscle Shoals

2. John C. Kédlis, Winfidd City

3. Melody Chau, Vestavia Hill s

3. Baxter B. Bentley, Cullman

3. Davy T. Corbett, Winfield City

4. Ling T. Yang, Vestavia Hill s

3. Erin N. Kinzel, Muscle Shoals

4. Joseph A. Dabbs, Calera

5. LisaC. Vaughn, Vestavia Hill s

3. Marybeth E. Cole, Cullman

4. Tiffany D. Estes, Winfield City

Other District L eaders (Alphabetical)

Jason C. Foster, Montgomery Academy

Josh C. Averett, Brookwoaod

Clay J. Coleman, Fayettevill e

David E. Gilli am, Austin

Jeffrey L. Easterling, Jemison

Jennifer M. Herrera, St. Paul’ s Episcopal

Karol L. Fleming, Geneva

Susie X. Wang, Grisoom

Addie M. Goll otte, Smiths Station

Andrew M. McGee Jacksonvill e

Tommy G. Ped, Albertvill e

Kdley A. Watson, T.R. Mill er

Top Teams Statewide

1. Vestavia Hill s 1. Cullman 1. Winfield City
2. Hoower 2. West Point 2. Vinemont
3. Grisom 3. Albertvill e 3. Hancevill e
4, Ausgtin 4, Muscle Shoals 4. Lauderdale County
5. Arab 5. Bradshaw 5. Lexington
Other District L eaders (Alphabetical)
Montgomery Academy Geneva
St. Paul’ s Episcopal Jacksonvill e
Jemison
Smiths Station
T.R. Mill er

The Comprehensive Competition. The results of the first round written test are displayed in Table 3,
and the results of the seand round ciphering tournament, which determined the final team placings in the
Comprehensive mmpetition, are displayed in Table 4.

The first round Division One @mpetition featured a close battle for the first place team with Grisom
prevailing over Vestavia Hill s by scores of 924 to 901 out of a possble 1000 mwints. Central todk third




place with a score of 763 Comprising the top 2%% of the individual scores were 25 students from
Vestavia Hill s, 18 from Grissom, 8 from Hoower, 6 from Central, 3 from Pelham, and 1 each from Bob
Jones, Prattvill e, and Randolph. In the first round Divison Two competition, Cullman won the team
competition with a score of 719, Comprising the top 25% of the individual scores were 18 students from
Cullman, 6 from Fairview, 5 from Bradshaw, 4 each from Muscle Shoals and West Point, 3 each from
Albertvill e and Douglas, 2 each from Geneva aad Handley, and 1 each from Greawill e, Sardis, Clay-
Chalkvill e, Guntersvill e, and Robertsdale. In the first round Division Three @mpetition, there were only
14 teams. First place honors went to Good Hope with a score of 417. Comprising the top 25% of the
individual scores were 5 students from Good Hope, 4 each from Cherokee and Calera, 3 each from
Belgreen, Vinemont, and Sand Rock, 2 each from Lauderdale, Winfield City, Colbert County, Hancevill g,
and Cold Springs, and 1 from Lexington.

Based on the team scores for the written Comprehensive test, seleded schods were invited to the second
round ciphering tournament. Seedings for the tournament, which was a four round Swiss tournament,
were also determined from these scores. In the Division One tournament, the top three seeds finished on
top and in order. Grissom and Vestavia led the fidd throughout the day. Grissom did not lose a match.
They briefly fell behind Vestavia a aresult of atie match with Central in the second round, but ralli ed to
defeat Vestavia in the dedsive fourth round match. Third place was dedded by Central’s fourth round
victory over Hoower. The Division Two tournament featured a ned-and-ned battle between fifth seeded
West Point and first seeded Cullman, who were tied after each of the four rounds of the tournament,
including the seaond round in which they played each other and tied. They were also tied after a spedal
tie breaker round. At this point, the match continued in the form of a sudden death dual, which was
finally won by West Point!  Third place went to the third seed Albertville. In the Division Three
tournament, first seeded Good Hope won all of its matches to take first place Seand place went to third
seaded Calera and third placeto fourth seeded Vinemont.

Acknowledgments. Many people worked on the tournament this year. We thank everyone who helped;
your efforts were valuable and much appredated. Here we an list only some of those who made spedal
contributions.

Jan Elrod of Troy State University prepared the brochures and supervised the printing and dstribution of
the written tests. Suzanne McGill handled registration. The written tests were @nstructed by James
Dupwy (Algebra Il), Rhonda H. Bowden (Geometry), and Dorothy Wendt (Comprehensive), edited by
Jmmy Nanney, William Nowell, Chester Paimer, Rhodes Pede and Robert Underwood of AUM, and
typeset by Willi am Nowell, Rhodes Pede, and Robert Underwoad of AUM. The dphering problemswere
written by Jeff Dodd, Edwin Smith, Jerald Abercrombie, Rodney Shirey, Debarah Primm, and Chi-Chin
Chao o JSU, edited by Jeff Dodd, and typeset by Jeff Dodd and Steve White of JSU, with additional
cheding by Steve White, Johnny Smith, Martha Knight, and Wayne Dempsey of JSU. Steve White and
Jeff Dodd of JSU did the scoring and score reporting for the written tests and prepared the catificates.
Jeff Dodd of JSU arranged for thetrophies. The site mntactsfor the tournament were Oscar Bedk of U. of
North Alabama, Anita Presson of U. of Alabama Huntsville, Wel Shen Hsia and Rita Reese of U. of
Alabama Tuscaloosa, Bruce Atkinson of Samford University, Martha McCormick and Martha Knight of
Jacksonvill e State University, Chet Palmer of AUM, Suzanne McGill of U. of South Alabama, and Paige
Davis of Lurleen B. Wallace State Junior College. Chester Pamer of AUM hosted the dphering
tournament and served as contest chair, asssted by the Jeff Dodd of JSU who will be serving as contest
chair for the 1999contest.



Results of 1998 Comprehensive Written Test

DIVISION ONE

Table3

DIVISION TWO

Top Individuals Statewide

DIVISION THREE

1. Pehsin Lin, Vestavia Hill s

1. Brian P. Boyd, Cullman

1. Will Hester, Cherokee

2. John A. Baldwin, Grissom

1. Susan B. Satterfield, Cullman

2. Amanda A. Birdsong, Calera

3. John D. Vargas, Grisom

3. Keith Tomich, Cullman

2. Karla J. Watts, Good Hope

4. Annie S. Antar, Grissom

4, Trent W. Jeffreys, Muscle Shoals

4. Allen W. Pike, Good Hope

5. Michad L. Brasher, Grisom

5. Amanda L. Smith, Cullman

5. Joshua A. Burcham, Cherokee

Other District L eaders (Alphabetical)

Pradeep R.Baliga, Central

Jeffrey L. Cannon, Smiths Station

Willi am O. Adams, Winfield City

Nicholas B. Hammond, Mars Hill Bible

Caanan E. Everson, Robertsdale

LisaM.Crane, Sand Rock

John F. May, St. Paul’ s Episcopal

Robert C. Fikes, Brookwoaod

Tim R. Pope, Prattvill e

Rex G. Marshall, Handley

Mary E. Stokes, Northside Methodist

Mark P. McDonald, Albertvill e

Serge A. Shoemaker, Clay-Chalkvill e

David N. Simmons, Geneva

Top Teams Statewide

1. Grisom 1. Cullman 1. Good Hope
2. Vestavia 2. Muscle Shoals 2. Cherokee
3. Central 3. Albertville 3. Caera
4. Hoover 4. Fairview 4. Sand Rock
5. Pelham 5. West Point 5. Vinemont
Other District L eaders (Alphabetical)

Mars Hill Bible Beauregard
The Montgomery Academy Geneva
Theodore Jemison

Robertsdale

Sardis

Table4
Team Placingsin Comprehensive Contest

DIVISION ONE DIVISION TWO DIVISION THREE
1. Grisom 1. West Point 1. Good Hope
2. Vestavia 2. Cullman 2. Caera
3. Central 3. Albertville 3. Vinemont
4, Pddham 4. Bradshaw 4. Lauderdale
5. Hoower 5. Muscle Shoals 5. Belgree




The ontest is administered by ajoint committeeof the Alabama Council of Teachers of Mathematics and
the Alabama Assciation of College Teachers of Mathematics. The committee ontinuesto ke in neal of
asgstance from present or former teachers of semndary or post-semndary mathematics. If you might like
to help, if you would like to oltain further information of any kind about the tournament, or if you have
comments or suggestions regarding the tournament, please mntact the author of this article.

Department of Mathematical, Computing, and Information Sciences
Jacksonvill e State University

Jacksonvill e, AL 36265

jdodd@jsucc.jsu.edu



